
 
 

 Friday 

8:30-9:00 Cal-TASH President’s Welcome, TASH ED Announcements, Annual Member Meeting  (Academy Ballroom) 

 
9:00 - 10:30 

Town Hall Inclusive Education  (Academy Ballroom) 
Dr. Kathy Gee, Dr. Amy Hanreddy, Brandon Gruber, Nicolas Navarro,  

 

 Breakout Session 1 

 Vine A/B Sunset A/B Academy 6 Producer A/B Burbank Beverly Hills Daily Grill 

 
 
 
 
10:50 - 11:45 

Overcoming 
Systemic 
Barriers to 
Academic 
Education for  
Students  with 
IDD 
 
Kelly Lahey 
 

Medicaid 101: 
How Medicaid 
and the 
Lanterman 
System work 
together  
 
Sabrina Epstein 
 
Vivian Haun 

The Dynamic 
Duo: A Sibling 
Story 
 
Aruna 
Subramanian 
 
Suriyan Sokol 
 
Tarin Sokol 

Celebrating 
Access: 
Creating 
Curriculum for 
All!  
 
Dr. Rebecca 
Brooks  
 

Empowering 
Employment: 
Career 
Pathways - The 
Importance of a 
Person 
-Centered 
Career Plan 
 
Karen Navarro 
 
Suad Bisogno 
 

Using Assistive 
Technology 
Effectively To 
Support 
Literacy in 
Early Education 
 
Aja McGee  
 

Giving Back to 
My Community 
Through 
Volunteer work 
 
 
Nico Navarro 
 
Jose Navarro 

 
12:05 - 1:35 

 
Lunch & Keynote Address (Academy Ballroom) 

Dr Kurt A Schneider 
 

                                                             Friday 

 Breakout Session 2 



 Vine A/B Sunset A/B Academy 6 Producer A/B Burbank Beverly Hills Daily Grill 

1:55 - 2:50  Cross Agency 
Collaboration: 
Using the 
Health and 
Safety Waiver 
Process to 
Increase 
Access to I/DD 
Services 
 
Amanda Pyle 

Breaking the 
Cycle: Why the 
Intellectual/ 
Developmental 
Disability (IDD) 
Advocacy 
Community 
Must Address 
the Criminal 
Legal System in 
the Fight 
Against 
Institutional- 
ization 
 
Sabrina Epstein 
 
Susan Sindelar 

Conejo Valley 
Unified School 
District's 
Strategic Plan 
for Inclusive 
Practices from 
Preschool to 
Post-Secondary 
 
Dawn Thomas 
 
Amanda Glover 

Inclusive 
Post-secondary 
Education at 
CSU-Long 
Beach and 
CSU-San 
Marcos 
 
Kristin Powers 
 
Rebecca 
Brooks  
 
Kelli Sanderson 
 
Wendy Devine 
 

Intuitive 
Learning 
Differences, 
Not Disorders 
 
Peggy Magilen 
 
 

California's 
Local Control 
and 
Accountability 
Plans for SWD 
in LRE 
 
Aja McKee 
 
Audri Sandoval 
Gomez 
 

Inclusion 
Beyond the 
Classroom: A 
Parent's 
Perspective 
 
Suzanne 
Lezotte  

 Breakout Session 3 

 Vine A/B Sunset A/B Academy 6 Producer A/B Burbank Beverly Hills Daily Grill 

 
 
 
 
 
3:10-4:05 

It's Who and 
What You 
Know: 
Obtaining and 
Using Regional 
Center 
Services for 
School-age 
Clients 
 
Robin Dodds 
 
HIlary Wu 
 

A Pathway to a 
HS Diploma for 
Students with 
Extensive 
Support Needs 
 
Kristin Wright 
  
Stephanie 
Coleman 
 
 

Empowering 
Excellence:  
Dismantling 
Deficits & 
Amplifying 
Strengths in 
Education 
 
Elissa Roda 
 
Raychel Israel 
 
Lucia Serio 
 

Building 
Sustainable 
Inclusive 
Practices: The 
Role of 
Inclusion 
Facilitators in 
School Districts 
 
Ruth L. Ahmed 
 
Diana Fannon 
Ed.D 
 

Promoting 
Positive Social 
Interactions 
between 
Children in 
Early 
Childhood 
Inclusive 
Settings 
 
Connie Wong 
 
 
 

Disability in an 
AI-Powered 
world 
 
Caleb Files 

Community 
Living in CA: Is 
Equity no 
longer 
achievable? 
 
Scott Shepard 
 
Toby Bazan  



Christina 
Toapanta 
 

 Breakout Session 4 

 Vine A/B Sunset A/B Academy 6 Producer A/B Burbank Beverly Hills Daily Grill 

 
 
 
 
 
4:25-5:20 

Protecting and 
Advancing 
Critical 
Programs 
Through 
Advocacy 
 
Amy Westling 

Pathway to a 
High School 
Diploma for 
Students with 
ESN: The HOW 
(Pt. 2) 
 
Stephanie 
Coleman, 
Kristin Wright  
 

The Dynamic 
Difference: 
Turning 
Assessments 
Into Growth 
Opportunities 
 
Lucia Serio 

The Impact of 
the Direct 
Support 
Professional 
Workforce 
Shortage  
 
Teresa 
Anderson  

What I wish I 
Knew Then… 
Reflections on 
Our Children's 
Journey 
Through 
Inclusive 
Education 
 
Karen Cull 
Lindsay Crain,  
Iris Barker 

Update on Part 
C Early Start: 
What is New 
for 2025 
 
Annie Cox, 
Fran Chasen 
 

Andrea Fay 
Friedman: 
1970-2023 A 
Memorial 
Tribute 
 
Jordan Elliot 
Kamnitzer 

5:30 - 8:00 Cal TASH BASH  
Academy Ballroom 

 
 

 



 

 Saturday  

8:30 - 9:25 Emergency Preparedness: Learn How to Be Prepared for an Emergency (Academy Ballroom) 
Tamara Rodriguez 

 Breakout Session 5 

 Vine A/B Sunset A/B Academy 6 Producer A/B Burbank Beverly Hill Daily Grill 

 
 
 
 
9:40-10:35 

The Politics of 
Disability: How 
Decades of 
Progress 
Ground to a 
Halt 
 
Caleb Files 

Building and 
Maintaining an 
Inclusive 
School Culture 
 
Arielle 
Starkman 
Molly Rearick 
Day  

Navigating the 
Maze of 
Special Needs 
Planning for 
Families: How 
to Ensure My 
Loved One is 
Taken Care of 
After I'm Gone 
 
Scott Gill 
 
Ken Prodger  

Bringing 
General 
Educators to 
the Party: 
Using a 
Microcredential 
to Create a 
Coalition 
 
Lela Rondeau 
 
Joyce Radcliffe 
 
Adrienne Arias 

Creating 
Inclusive 
Spaces using 
the Inclusion 
Look-Fors Tool 
in Early 
Childhood 
Classrooms 
 
Cindy Collado 
  
Courtney 
Fanfelle  
 
Jeanne Gardner 

Daily life of a 
person with a 
disability 
  
Roberta C. 
Hoffman  

Creating 
Communication
-rich 
Environments: 
Interventions 
and Structures 
That Support 
Learners with 
Deafblindness 
 
Julie Maier  

 Breakout Session 6 

 Vine A/B Sunset A/B Academy 6 Producer A/B Burbank Beverly Hills Daily Grill 

 
 
 
 
 
10:50-11:45 

Empowering 
Diverse 
Families and 
Students 
Through 
Interdisciplinary
Collaboration 
for Inclusion 

Designing 
Sensory 
Friendly 
Classrooms 
 
Arielle 
Starkman 

ACRE Training: 
Pathway to 
Competitive 
Integrated 
Employment 
 
Roy Wilson 

Rightful 
Presence of 
Behavior 
 
 
Amy Hanreddy 

Universal 
Design for 
Learning/Univer
sally Designed 
Instruction: 
Strategies for 
teaching from 
an OT 

Learn About 
Supported 
Decision- 
Making: 
Alternatives to 
Conservator- 
ship  
 

Partnering with 
Families 
Through Early 
Childhood 
Transitions 
 
Jodie Agnew- 
Navarro 



 
Jean Gonsier- 
Gerdin  

perspective 
 
Allison 
Schneider- 
Michner  

Scott Shepard, 
Jereth Suede 

  
Annie Cox 
  
Erika 
Barnathan 

12:00 - 1:30 Lunch & Keynote Address (Academy  Ballroom) 
Season Goodpasture 

 

 Saturday  

 Breakout Session 7 

 Vine A/B Sunset A/B Academy 6 Producer A/B Burbank Beverly Hills Daily Grill 

 
 
 
1:45-2:40 
 
 

Rolling Out the 
Red Carpet for 
Student Voice 
in the IEP 
Process 
 
Jennifer Yales 
Ed.D 
 
Heather 
DiFede 
  
Noreen 
Rodriguez 
Lippincott 

Advocacy 101: 
Learn How to 
Advocate for 
the I/DD 
Community 
 
Shirley 
Rodriguez 
 
Scott Shepard 
  
Ryan 
Duncanwood 
 
Brandon 
Gruber 
 
Melanie Miles 
 
Jereth Suede 
 
Toby Bazan 

Technology & 
Opportunity 
that Empowers  
 
Daniel Stickney 
 
Stanford 
Stickney  

Ensuring 
Rightful 
Presence is 
Center Stage in 
Instructional 
Design 
Supporting 
Inclusive 
Practices  
(part 1)  
 
Megan Gross 
 
Sara Bleeg 

Molding 
Confidence: 
Using Clay to 
Promote 
Inclusion and 
Positive 
Self-Image 
 
Jay Ribeiro 

Employment 
Support 
Through 
Person- 
Centered 
Thinking 
 
Roy Wilson  

A Journey to 
Self 
Determination 
 
Ruth Ellis  



 Breakout Session 8 

 Vine A/B Sunset A/B Academy 6 Producer A/B Burbank Beverly Hills Daily Grill 

 
 
 
2:55-3:50 

WIth Support 
and Without the 
Court: Learn 
About 
Supported 
Decision- 
Making 
 
Vivian Do 

Communication 
 
Amy Hanreddy 
 
Ryan 
Duncanwood 
 

Developing 
Friendships at 
All Ages 
 
Jean Gonsier- 
Gerdin 
 

Ensuring 
Rightful 
Presence is 
Center Stage in 
Instructional 
Design 
Supporting 
Inclusive 
Practices  
(part 2)  
 
Megan Gross 
 
Sara Bleeg 

 Microbusiness 
Ownership 
 
 
Melanie Miles 
 
Matthew 
Medina 
 
Lori Shepard 

How do we talk 
about THAT? 
The importance 
of Sex 
Education for 
individuals with 
disabilities. 

 
Lisa Yamasaki 

 
****Schedule is subject to change based on presenter availability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


